
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS 
TUESDAY, April 21, 2026 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
10001 NW 87 AVENUE 
 
 
 
 
 

1.   Call to Order: Chairman Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call: Present were Councilman Elmo Urra, Councilman Jorge Gutierrez, 
Councilman Jorge Merida, Councilman Rolando Piña, Chairman Luciano Garcia, 
and City Attorney Aida Martinez-Ruiz. Mayor Yioset De La Cruz was absent. 

                                                                                                                                                                       
3.    Invocation: Chairman Garcia gave the invocation.           

 
4.   Pledge of Allegiance: Ms. Martinez-Ruiz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5.    Deletions/Emergency Additions: N/A 
     
6.   Review of Minutes: March 17, 2026 Chairman Garcia made a motion to 

approve the minutes of March 17, 2026. The motion was approved unanimously. 
        
7.   Public Comments: N/A 
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8.    Proposed Resolutions: 

 
         A)  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE CITY 
FIREWORKS ENTERTAINMENT TO EXCELLENT 
ENTERTAINMENT, INC. D/B/A ADD FIRE (“ADD FIRE”) FOR 
THE CITY’S INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION; RENEWING 
THE CITY’S CONTRACT WITH ADD FIRE; WAIVING 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING; AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATE 
OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH ADD FIRE; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Walter Dubon, Director of 

Parks & Recreation, came forward to speak on the item which  is for the purchase 
of fireworks for the City’s annual 4th of July event. This will be their 22nd year 
working with Add Fire. Mr. Dubon is requesting $113,500 for the purchase which 
has already been budgeted for. They added a little more to the grand finale since 
it will be the 250th anniversary of the United States. There were no further 
comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to approve the resolution, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved unanimously.  

    (5-0) 
 
         B) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) 2026 FORD 
EXPLORER 4WD ACTIVE TO BE USED BY THE MAINTENANCE 
DEPARTMENT; WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING; 
UTILIZING AN EXISTING GOVERNMENT CONTRACT AS 
ALLOWED BY SECTION 46-121 OF THE HIALEAH GARDENS 
CODE OF ORDINANCES; AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATE 
CITY OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH ALAN 
JAY TRUCKS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Angel Suarez, Director of 
the Maintenance Department, came forward to speak on the item. He was happy 
to say the team is growing, which is the reason for this purchase request. He 
wrote one memo for this and the following resolution, which is for the purchase 
of two GMC trucks for the Department. The truck was acquired through a 
Sourcewell contract. Total purchase price is $170,690.00 which has been 
budgeted for. This is not replacing existing vehicles; these are new additions. 
There were no further comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to 
approve the resolution, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was 
approved unanimously. (5-0) 
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         C) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF TWO (2) 2026 GMC 
SIERRA TRUCK 1500 CREW CABS TO BE USED BY THE 
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT; WAIVING COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING; UTILIZING AN EXISTING GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACT AS ALLOWED BY SECTION 46-121 OF THE 
HIALEAH GARDENS CODE OF ORDINANCES; AUTHORIZING 
THE APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AN 
AGREEMENT WITH ALAN JAY TRUCKS; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item onto the record. Mr. Suarez remained at the 
podium. Chairman Garcia asked if they were adding new employees; Mr. Suarez 
confirmed they have hired three new employees. There were no further 
comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to approve the resolution, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved unanimously.  

 (5-0) 
 
      

   9.    City Attorney’s Report: No comments. 
 

      10.    Mayor’s Report – Miscellaneous: N/A  
                  
     11.    Council Members Concerns / Reports / Board Appointments: N/A 

    Police Pension Board - Pending Trustee Appointment   
 

 12.    Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  
     
       
      Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

    ____________________________ 
     Maria L. Joffee, City Clerk 
 
 

 
  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office no later than four days prior to the 
proceeding. For assistance, the City’s telephone number is (305) 558-4114; if hearing impaired the telephone 
for the Florida Relay Service is (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or (800) 955-8770 (VOICE). 

 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105 Florida Statutes, any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and it will be their 
responsibility to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
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             SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
       

                                                       CITY COUNCIL 
                                                           Tuesday, June 16, 2026, 7:30 P.M. 
      

                                         PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
                      Monday, June 1, 2026, 7:30 P.M.                 
                                                                                                               
                                            TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

      Thursday, June 4, 2026, 11:00 A.M.  
 
          WATER AND SEWER BOARD 

                                           Tuesday, June 23, 2026, 7:00 P.M.    
        
                                                           POLICE PENSION BOARD 
                                Thursday, June 25, 2026, 1:00 P.M. 


