
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES 

 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS 
TUESDAY, March 3, 2026 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

  10001 NW 87 AVENUE 
 
 
 
1.   Call to Order: Chairman Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call: Present were Councilman Rolando Pina, Councilman Jorge Gutierrez, 

Councilman Jorge Merida, Chairman Luciano Garcia, Mayor Yioset De La Cruz, and 
City Attorney Aida Martinez-Ruiz.  

                                                                                                                                                                       
3.    Invocation: Chairman Garcia gave the invocation.           

 
4.   Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor De La Cruz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5.    Deletions/Emergency Additions: N/A  
     
6.   Review of Minutes: February 17, 2026, Chairman Garcia made a motion to 

approve the minutes of February 17, 2026. The motion was approved 
unanimously.  

        
7.   Public Comments: N/A 
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8.   First Reading for consideration of the following ordinance: 

 
          A) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ESTABLISHING A LIMITED WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION 
AMNESTY PROGRAM; ALLOWING ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES TO 
CONNECT TO THE CITY’S WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM 
NOTWITHSTANDING OUTSTANDING CODE COMPLIANCE 
ISSUES OR NONCONFORMING USES; PROVIDING 
CONDITIONS, LIMITATIONS, AND NON-WAIVER OF 
ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz noted that a change had been made to the language of the 

ordinance previously distributed in the Council packages; the modified ordinance 
was read into the record. Mr. Kristopher Perez, Water & Sewer Director, came 
forward. He explained that several properties within the city currently lack 
connection to the water and sewer system due to outstanding code compliance 
issues or nonconforming uses. The purpose of this item is to establish a limited 
amnesty program which would allow eligible properties to obtain water and sewer 
connection approvals notwithstanding these issues, as required per DERM 
Chapter 24. Chairman Garcia added, the amnesty does not legalize, pardon 
violations or waive enforcement authority…this is for health and public safety. 
This a first reading; an opportunity for public input will be available on second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

       
9.  Second Reading / Public Hearing for consideration and final adoption of 

the following ordinances: 
 

 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz swore in all those in attendance intending to give testimony on 
any of the following items. 

                       
 A)   ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE ABANDONMENT OF A DEDICATED ROAD 
PORTION OF EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY KNOWN AS F68 4 & 
F69 2, LLC. IN HIALEAH GARDENS, FL. LEGALLY DESCRIBED 
AS: THAT PORTION OF N.W. 89th COURT, N.W. 89th PLACE, 
N.W. 90th PLACE, N.W. 110th LANE, N.W. 109th LANE, N.W. 
108th STREET AND N.W. 110th STREET LYING WITHIN THE 
LIMITS OF HIALEAH GARDEN VILLAS SUBDIVISION, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 154, AT PAGE 35, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. SAID PORTION OF LAND CONTAINS 
205,036 SQUARE FEET OR 4.707 ACRES APPROXIMATELY. 
LYING AND BEING IN SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, 
RANGE 40 EAST, CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, MIAMI-DADE 
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COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONS, 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. Vote: 6-0; P&Z Vote n/a) 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. Martiza Haro-Salgado came 

forward on behalf of the applicant and stated her name and address for the 
record. Ms. Mirtha Gonzalez, Chief Zoning Official, came forward and read a 
memorandum of recommendation for approval into the record. This is a road 
closing petition, as per attached sketch. The requested vacation is consistent with 
the proposed transportation circulation map of the central district. The right of 
way does not provide the sole access to any other property. The requested 
vacation does not jeopardize the current or future location of any utilities; it is not 
detrimental to the public interest and provides a positive benefit to the City. 
Letters from utility companies are still pending; the applicant requests to provide 
the pending letters alongside the approval of the final plat. The Public Works 
Department has no objection to that request. Chairman Garcia asked about the 
projected timeline; Mrs. Gonzalez stated they have a couple of months before 
final plat approval, and the letters must be presented before that approval.  

 
 Chairman Garcia opened the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.; no one came forward. 

The public hearing was closed at 7:37 p.m. The Chair made a motion to approve 
the ordinance upon second reading, seconded by Councilman Merida. The 
ordinance was approved unanimously by individualized voice vote. (5-0)   

 
B) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

FOR ENTERPRISE LEASING COMPANY OF FLORIDA LLC. 
APPROVING A SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE TO ALLOW A MANUAL 
CAR WASH ON AN EXISTING CAR RENTAL BUILDING, 
LOCATED AT: 10200 NW 77 AVENUE, HIALEAH GARDENS, 
FLORIDA.  FOLIO: 27-3003-001-0042, PROVIDING FOR 
EFFECTIVE DATE PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONS. (T.R.C. Vote: 6-
0; P&Z Vote 3-0) 

 
 

Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Carlos Figueroa came forward 
on behalf of the applicant and stated his name and address for the record. Ms. 
Mirtha Gonzalez, Chief Zoning Official, came forward to read a memorandum of 
recommendation for approval into the record. The land use is industrial use; 
zoning district is light industrial. The applicant is requesting a special exception to 
allow a manual car wash on an existing car rental business building. TRC 
recommended approval, with several conditions (improve landscaping, depict 
canopy height on elevations), which have been met. P&Z in favor without 
comments. 

 
 Chairman Garcia opened the public hearing at 7:39 p.m.; no one came forward. 

The public hearing was closed at 7:39 p.m. The Chair made a motion to approve 
the ordinance upon second reading, seconded by Councilman Merida. The 
ordinance was approved unanimously by individualized voice vote. (5-0)   
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                    ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

 
 

 10.    Proposed Resolution: 
  

A) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
CERTIFYING THE RESULTS OF THE SCHEDULED GENERAL 
ELECTION ON MARCH 3, 2026; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. The Chair made a motion to 
approve the resolution, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was 
approved unanimously. (5-0) 

 
 

11.  Swearing in ceremony for Councilman Luciano “Lucky” Garcia and 
Councilman Elmo L. Urra:  Ms. Aida Martinez-Ruiz proceeded to swear in the 
Councilmembers individually for four-year terms each. 

               
12.  Reorganization of the City Council’s hierarchical order: Ms. Aida 

Martinez-Ruiz.  
 
  Councilman Pina nominated Lucky Garcia for Chairman of the Council. 

Councilman Merida seconded. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
  Chairman Garcia nominated Councilman Pina for Vice Chairman of the Council. 

Councilman Merida seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
  Chairman Garcia nominated Councilman Merida for Finance Chair of the Council. 

Councilman Pina seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.   
 
    13. Board Appointments: Planning and Zoning Board, Water and Sewer 

Board. 
 
 The Councilmembers reappointed the existing members to both Boards 

respectively.  It was noted that in August 2026 the term for Water & Sewer Board 
member Ms. Rebeca Acosta will expire.  

    
 14.  City Attorney’s Report: Ms. Martinez-Ruiz congratulated  the  reelected 

Councilmembers. 
 

      15.    Mayor’s Report – Miscellaneous: Mayor De La Cruz congratulated them as 
well and thanked them for their years of service. 

                  
     16.    Council Members Concerns / Reports / Board Appointments: N/A  

    Police Pension Board - Pending Trustee Appointment   
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 17.    Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

    
 

      Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

    ____________________________ 
     Maria L. Joffee, City Clerk 

 
 
 
  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office no later than four days prior to the 
proceeding. For assistance, the City’s telephone number is (305) 558-4114; if hearing impaired the telephone 
for the Florida Relay Service is (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or (800) 955-8770 (VOICE). 

 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105 Florida Statutes, any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and it will be their 
responsibility to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
 
 

 
             SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

       
                                                       CITY COUNCIL 

                                                           Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 7:30 P.M. 
      

                                         PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
                      Monday, April 6, 2026, 7:30 P.M.                 
                                                                                                               
                                            TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

      Thursday, April 2, 2026, 11:00 A.M.  
 
          WATER AND SEWER BOARD 

                                         Tuesday, March 24, 2026, 7:00 P.M.    
       
                                                           POLICE PENSION BOARD 
                               Thursday, March 19, 2026, 1:00 P.M. 


