
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS 
TUESDAY, October 17, 2023 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
10001 NW 87 AVENUE 

 
  
 

1.   Call to Order: Chairman Luciano Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call: Present were Councilman Elmo Urra, Councilman Jorge Merida, 
Chairman Luciano Garcia, Mayor Yioset De La Cruz, and Mr. Charles A. Citrin, City 
Attorney. Councilman Rolando Piña and Councilman Jorge Gutierrez were absent. 

                                                                                                                                                                      
3.    Invocation: Chairman Garcia gave the invocation.           

 
4.   Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor De La Cruz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5.    Deletions/Emergency Additions: N/A 
     
6.   Review of Minutes: September 19, 2023 Chairman Garcia made a motion to 

approve the minutes of September 19, 2023. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

        
7.   Public Comments: None were offered. 
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8.   Proposed Resolutions: 
 

A) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF THREE (3) 
GEOTHERMAL HEATING/ COOLING SYSTEM AND LAKE PUMP FOR 
THE COMPETITION POOL LOCATED AT WESTLAND GARDENS 
PARK IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED EIGHTY-FIVE THOUSAND 
ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-FIVE DOLLARS ($85,165.00); 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 
WITH SYMBIONT SERVICE CORP.; WAIVING COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING; PURCHASING FROM A SOLE SOURCE PROVIDER; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Mr. Citrin read the item into the record. Mr. Walter Dubon, Director of Parks and 
Recreation, came forward to read a memorandum for recommendation into the 
record. The City’s competition pool was constructed in 2011; the age of the 
existing pool heaters has exceeded the life expectancy and warrantable coverage 
and need replacement. The Department is requesting that the City Council 
authorize the purchase of new geothermal pool heaters from Symbiont Service 
Corp., as a sole source provider, not to exceed $85,165.00. Chairman Lopez asked 
for clarification on the system specs—Mr. Dubon confirmed that it is one system 
with three different heaters that can be used as needed. The existing provider is 
the only provider that can configure the system to the pool, which is cheaper than 
retrofitting with another company. Mayor De La Cruz added that funds for the 
purchase will come from a grant that the City received from Miami-Dade County 
(approximately $500,000) for park infrastructure improvements.  The Mayor 
added that future park improvements will include netting and lighting. The Chair 
made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilman Merida. The 
resolution was approved unanimously. (3-0)     

 
B) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS IN SUPPORT 

OF ISRAEL AS IT DEFENDS ITSELF IN THE WAR LAUNCHED BY 
THE TERRORIST ORGANIZATION HAMAS; PROVIDING FOR 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
  Mr. Citrin read the item into the record. Mayor De La Cruz spoke on the matter 

and expressed his support for the people and nation of Israel in this time of war, 
against the atrocities that have been committed by the terrorist organization 
known as Hamas. He is deeply proud to state that the City of Hialeah Gardens 
stands with Israel. The Chair made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded 
by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved unanimously. (3-0) 

 
  At this time, Mr. Citrin took to the podium to address the Council. He stated that 

he has never been more proud of the City, of the Mayor, and of his Deputy, than 
he is tonight, although he wishes it was under different circumstances. He 
thanked each of the Councilmembers for voting to approve this resolution. Mr. 
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Citrin stressed that Israel does not want this war, and that it does not want the 
world’s pity. Israel wants support; the American presence in the [Middle East] 
shows support. He continued, stating that he is a proud supporter of APAC, which 
is the Israel lobbying group on the Hill. He is not a Democrat tonight, nor a 
Republican; he is a Zionist. He thanked Marco Rubio, Governor DeSantis, and 
[Congresswoman] Frederica Wilson who spoke beautifully at the Holocaust 
Memorial [in Miami Beach]. Mr. Citrin went on to describe a little about his history. 
He thanked the Council for the time to speak. Sometime in 1942 or 1943, his 
uncle Abraham, aunt, and their two children were gassed at the Treblinka 
extermination camp, as were many Jews from Warsaw. There was no Israel 
Defense Force. In 1973, Mr. Citrin was a 25-year old lawyer, and the Yom Kippur 
war was declared. He chose to volunteer in Israel for a year as a fisherman. This 
was one of the great experiences of his life. Israel wants peace, they want 
security, and they want to be a Jewish country. There are 22 Muslim countries. 
Mr. Citrin is outraged at the Nazi-like actions of Hamas—slaughter, rape—which 
remind Jews of the Holocaust. However, Mr. Citrin continued, Israelis are 
intelligent and strong and will prove that Jewish blood is no longer cheap. He is 
sure that…today, reports say that a hospital in Gaza was hit. The Israelis have 
proof that is was hit by Islamic Jihad, another terrorist group, although Hamas 
blames Israel. Mr. Citrin takes the word of Israel, every time, and asked that the 
world stick with them. He offered to discuss the situation with anyone that might 
be interested. He has friends and acquaintances with ties in Israel and knows it 
is likely some of them will die. He ended his comments with the statement, “The 
people of Israel live,” in Hebrew. The Council thanked Mr. Citrin for his words. 

 
  Chairman Garcia spoke on more of the history of World War II and of the 

establishment of Israel…and expressed the importance of preventing [the 
genocide of the Holocaust/persecution of Jews] from ever happening again.     

 
9.   First Reading for consideration of the following ordinances: 
              

A) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
APPROVING A SITE PLAN FOR A TRUCK PARKING FOR LOS COCOS 
LAND CORP. TO DEVELOP A TRUCK PARKING WITH STEEL 
PREFABRICATED OFFICE/WAREHOUSE, CONCERNING PROPERTY 
LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS: 
PARCEL 1: 
A PORTION OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF TRACT 40 IN SECTION 19, 
TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, AS SHOWN ON THE PLAT 
OF "FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO. 1", AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF MIAMIDADE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGIN AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID TRACT 40; THENCE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 29' 04" WEST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF 
SAID TRACT 40 FOR 494.89 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 02 DEGREES 
14' 13" EAST FOR 164.97 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 29' 
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02" EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF SAID 
TRACT 40 FOR 495.84 FEET; THENCE NORTH 02 DEGREES 33' 57" 
WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID TRACT 40 FOR 165.00 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SAID LAND LYING, BEING AND 
SITUATE IN MIAMIDADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. NOTE: ALL 
BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ABOVE ARE FROM A RIGHT-OF-WAY 
MAP OF STATE ROAD 821 (HOMESTEAD EXTENSION OF FLORIDA 
TURNPIKE, SHEET 7 OF 7) MAP DATED JANUARY 1970 AND 
PREPARED BY E. LIONEL PAVLO ENGINEERING COMPANY, MIAMI, 
FLORIDA. 
PARCEL 2: 
THE EAST 3.74 ACRES OF TRACT 39, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS 
COMPANY’S SUBDIVISION NO. 1, OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 52 
SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. LESS AND 
EXCEPT THAT PORTION THEREOF AS CONVEYED TO THE CITY OF 
HIALEAH GARDENS BY RIGHT-OF-WAY DEED RECORDED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 27606, PAGE 2680, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. FOLIOS #: 27-
2019-001-0410 AND 27-2019-001-0420; PROVIDING FOR 
CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Mr. Citrin read the item into the record. He asked that the Clerk enter the 
complete legal description into the record. The applicant, Mr. Rolando Maytin, 
came forward and stated his name and address for the record. This is a first 
reading; an opportunity for public input will be afforded upon second reading. 
The Chair made a motion to approve the item upon first reading, seconded by 
Councilman Merida. The item was approved unanimously by individualized voice 
vote. (3-0) 

 
B) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A TENTATIVE PLAT FOR LOS COCOS SUBDIVISION, 
CONCERNING PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS: 
PARCEL FOLIO 27-2019-001-0420; A PORTION OF THE NORTH 
1#2 OF TRACT 40 IN SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 
40 EAST, AS SHOWN ON THE PLAT OF "FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS 
COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO. 1", AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGIN AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID TRACT 
40; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 29' 04" WEST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID TRACT 40 FOR 494.89 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 02 DEGREES 14' 13" EAST FOR 164.97 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 29' 02" EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF 
THE NORTH 1#2 OF SAID TRACT 40 FOR 495.84 FEET; THENCE 
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NORTH 02 DEGREES 33' 57" WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF 
SAID TRACT 40 FOR 165.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  
SAID LAND LYING, BEING AND SITUATE IN MIAMI DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. 
PARCEL FOLIO 27-2019-001-0410; THE EAST 3.74 ACRES OF 
TRACT 39, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY’S SUBDIVISION NO. 
1, OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, 
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. LESS AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION 
THEREOF AS CONVEYED TO THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS BY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY DEED RECORDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 
27606, PAGE 2680, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. APPROXIMATE LOCATION: WEST OF N.W 
112TH AVENUE, BETWEEN THEORETICAL N.W. 138TH STREET 
AND N.W. 140TH STREET, HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA.  FOLIOS 
#: 27-2019-001-0410 AND 27-2019-001-0420, PROVIDING FOR 
CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Mr. Citrin read the item into the record. He asked that the Clerk enter the 
complete legal description into the record. The surveyor of record, Mr. Raul Tiza, 
came forward on behalf of the applicant and stated his name and address for the 
record. This is a first reading; an opportunity for public input will be afforded upon 
second reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the item upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (3-0) 

 
             C)   ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

IMPLEMENTING THE STATE’S STATUTORY MANDATE TO PREPARE 
BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATES PRIOR TO THE ADOPTION OF 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES PURSUANT TO SECTION 166.041(4), 
FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FINDINGS; ADOPTING 
BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE PROCEDURES, REQUIREMENTS, & 
EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 Mr. Citrin read the item into the record. Ms. Aida Martinez-Ruiz, Deputy City 

Attorney, came forward to read a memorandum into the record. During the 2023 
legislative session, the Florida Legislature passed Senate Bill 170 that requires all 
municipalities to provide a business impact statement for ordinances passed; this 
is a new law that never existed prior. This legislation sets forth the minimum 
requirements for the business impact statement. The statement must contain an 
estimate of the number of businesses that will be impacted by the legislation, an 
estimate of the new fee or charge to be imposed, a summary of the ordinance 
and its purpose, and identify or estimate the regulatory cost of the ordinance. It 
also provides for exemptions from the business impact statement, such as 
ordinances that are required to comply with federal or state law regulations, 
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ordinances relating to the issuances of re-financing of debt, ordinances relating 
to the adoption of budget or budget amendments, ordinances required to 
implement a contract or an agreement, emergency ordinances, ordinances 
relating to procurement, ordinances enacted to implement Part 2 of Chapter 163 
of the Land Development Regulations.  

 
 The new statute should be looked at as a mandatory procedural requirement 

associated with the adoption of an ordinance, just like the notice requirement, 
and became effective on October 1, 2023. The statute does not specify who is 
responsible for preparing a business impact statement, therefore this will require 
collaboration between several Departments. The law also provides a mechanism 
in the event of legal challenge to the ordinance. 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz continued, stating that most daily city business ordinances will 

not be affected by this new statute. Although this is a state statute, the City’s 
legal department decided it would be best to codify it as part of the City’s Code.        

 
 This is a first reading; an opportunity for public input will be afforded upon second 

reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the item upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (3-0)          

 
 10.    Second Reading / Public Hearing for consideration and final adoption of 

the following ordinance: 
 
          Tabled 08/01/2023      **Re-Noticed for Public Hearing 10/17/2023** 
 

   The Chair made a motion to remove the item from table, seconded by Councilman 
Merida. The motion was approved unanimously. (3-0) 

 
Mr. Citrin swore in those intending to testify on the following item.  

 
A) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

EXPRESSING ITS INTENT TO APPROVE AND TRANSMIT A  TEXT 
AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF HIALEAH  GARDENS 2015-2025 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO INCORPORATE A NEW ELEMENT, THE 
PROPERTY RIGHTS ELEMENT; OBJECTIVE 1.1., POLICY 1.1.1 
THROUGH 1.1.4; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Mr. Citrin read the item into the record. Mrs. Mirtha Gonzalez, Chief Zoning 
Official, came forward. She explained that on first reading, the ordinance was 
sent to the Department of Economic Opportunities for review. The report was 
sent back to the city on September 21, 2023 with no comments and no objections. 
This ordinance is intended as a transmittal…the adoption of the text amendment 
to the Comp Plan will also be presented before Council as a separate ordinance 
at a later time. The Chair opened a public hearing at 7:53 p.m.; no one came 
forward and he closed the public hearing at 7:53 p.m. The Chair made a motion 
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to approve the ordinance, seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was 
approved unanimously by individualized voice vote. (3-0)   

 
11.   City Attorney’s Report: Mr. Citrin thanked the Chairman and Mayor for their 

remarks regarding Israel. 
 

     12.    Mayor’s Report – Miscellaneous: Mayor De la Cruz reminded the Council that 
the city will be hosting their annual Halloween event on the evening of October 
31 at the Botanical Gardens.  

 
    13.    Council Members Concerns / Reports / Board Appointments 
          Water & Sewer Board Appointment (J. Merida, E. Urra) – Pending 
         No comments were offered. 
             

14.    Adjournment : The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

     Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

    ____________________________ 
     Maria L. Joffee, City Clerk 

  
 

  
 In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office no later than four days prior to the 
proceeding. For assistance, the City’s telephone number is (305) 558-4114; if hearing impaired the telephone 
for the Florida Relay Service is (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or (800) 955-8770 (VOICE). 

 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105 Florida Statutes, any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and it will be their 
responsibility to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
 
 
 

             SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
       

                                                  CITY COUNCIL 
                       Tuesday, November 21, 2023, 7:30 P.M.                      
      

                                         PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
        Monday, December 4, 2023, 7:30 P.M.         
                                                                                                               
                                            TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

   Thursday, December 7, 2023, 11:00 A.M. 
 
           WATER AND SEWER BOARD 

                                                       T.B.D.   
       
                                                           POLICE PENSION BOARD 
                     Wednesday, March 21, 2024, 1:00 P.M. 


