
 
 
 

                                     
 

               SEATS OPEN FOR MARCH 3, 2026 GENERAL ELECTION 
       

COUNCIL GROUP II 
COUNCIL GROUP IV 

                                                                                                           
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATES 

Qualifying Dates: December 18, 2025, through January 16, 2026 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.       

A.  Candidates for public office shall reside in the City of Hialeah Gardens for a period of 
at least one (1) year preceding the general election for which said candidate qualifies 
for and, in addition, candidates shall have been registered on the City Voters 
Registration Books as being eligible to vote at such general election. 

 
B.  The name of any qualified elector of the City shall be placed on the general election 

ballot as a candidate for nomination to the office of Mayor or as a candidate for 
nomination to a seat on the City Council upon: 

 
• Submitting to the City Clerk a petition signed by at least twenty-

five (25) registered voters of the City, on a form supplied by the 
City Clerk, not more than seventy (75) days or less than forty-five 
(45) days prior to the date of the general election 
 

• Paying a qualifying fee with a check drawn on Campaign Account 
as prescribed in Florida Statutes, Chapter 106 to the City of 
Hialeah Gardens of $50.00 and an election assessment fee of        
$ 172.59  made payable to the City of Hialeah Gardens for deposit 
in the Elections Commission Trust Fund.   No personal checks 
will be accepted. Only candidates who withdraw prior to the end 
of the qualifying period will be refunded their qualifying fee. 
Anyone who withdraws after that time will not have their qualifying 
fee refunded.  

 
• Submitting to the City Clerk, on a form supplied by the City Clerk, 

a sworn statement as to the applicant's full name, address, 
occupation, and willingness to serve if elected to office. 

 
• Submitting an Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and 

Designation of Campaign   Depository (Form DS-DE 9) at time of 
announcing. 

 
• Submitting a Statement of Candidate (Form DS-DE 84) must be 

filed within 10 days   of filing the Appointment of Campaign 
Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository form. 



 
• Submitting a Candidate Oath for Non-Partisan Office (Form DS-

DE 302NP). 
 

• Submitting a Financial Disclosure (Form 1, Statement of Financial 
Interests) along with any other forms applicable. 

 
• Submitting a Voluntary Statement of Fair Campaign Practices.  

 
• Resign to run - Must resign from elective or appointive office not 

less than 10 days prior to the first day of qualifying. 
 

• Submit campaign account reports of contributions and 
expenditures on: 

 
February 06, 2026 
February 20, 2026 
February 27, 2026 
Final report due no later than June 06, 2026 
 
Run-Off Election (if necessary) Candidates qualifying for 
the run-off election (March 17, 2026) must submit a report 
4 days prior (March 13, 2026).  Final report due June 16, 
2026, for run-off candidates. 

 
 
To vote in this election, you must have a Miami-Dade County voter’s registration card and live in 
Hialeah Gardens.  If you are not properly registered at this time, you must register before February 
2, 2026, in order to vote in the March 3, 2026, general election and must register before February 
16, 2026, in order to vote in the March 17, 2026, run-off election.  You may register at any official 
Miami-Dade County registration facility, including Hialeah Gardens City Hall. Polling places will be 
open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for polling locations please contact the City Clerk for the City of 
Hialeah Gardens.  Absentee ballot applications will be available at Hialeah Gardens City Hall, 
10001 N.W. 87 Avenue.  All completed and signed absentee ballot requests are to be sent to the 
Miami-Dade County Elections Department. 

 
 

      
 


