
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES 

 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS 
TUESDAY, September 9, 2025 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

  10001 NW 87 AVENUE 
 

 
1.   Call to Order: Chairman Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call: Present were Councilman Elmo Urra, Councilman Jorge Gutierrez 

Councilman Jorge Merida, Councilman Rolando Piña, Chairman Luciano Garcia, 
Mayor Yioset De La Cruz, and City Attorney Aida Martinez-Ruiz. 

                                                                                                                                                                       
3.    Invocation: Chairman Garcia gave the invocation.           

 
4.   Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor De La Cruz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5.    Deletions/Emergency Additions: N/A  
     
6.   Review of Minutes: August 19, 2025, Chairman Garcia made a motion to 

approve the minutes of August 19, 2025. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

        
7.   Public Comments: None were offered. 
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8.   Proposed Resolutions: 

 
    A) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 3CX PBX NEW PHONE 
SYSTEM FOR THE USE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT; WAIVING 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING PURCHASING FROM THE CITY’S 
CURRENT INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER; 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PURCHASE THE NECESSARY 
EQUIPMENT FROM LOXIA TECHNOLOGIES, INC.; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.    

 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Lieutenant Eddymar Medina, HG 

Police Department, came forward on behalf of Chief Luis Diaz and asked for 
approval of the purchase of a new phone system for the Police Department. This 
item has been budgeted for and will be purchased through their current IT 
provider (Loxia). The cost is expected to be $23,380.10. This is a one-time 
expense; there is no yearly contract. There were no further comments or 
questions. The Chair made a motion to approve the item, seconded by 
Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved unanimously. (5-0) 

 
         B) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A VEEAM BACKUP SOLUTION 
SYSTEM FOR THE USE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT; WAIVING 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING; PURCHASING FROM THE CITY’S 
CURRENT INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER; 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PURCHASE THE NECESSARY 
EQUIPMENT FROM LOXIA TECHNOLOGIES, INC.; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Lieutenant Eddymar Medina 

came forward once again and requested approval for the purchase of a data 
backup system for the new training facility. It will also be purchased through 
Loxia. The purchase is grant funded and the expected cost is $25,594.93. There 
is no reoccurring cost besides maintenance if it goes down. Money will be returned 
through grant. There were no further comments or questions. The Chair made a 
motion to approve the item, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was 
approved unanimously. (5-0) 

 
    C) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY’S HEALTH 
INSURANCE BETWEEN FLORIDA BLUE AND THE CITY OF 
HIALEAH GARDENS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

 



3 
 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. Aimee De La Osa, Human 

Resources Coordinator, came forward to read a recommendation into the record. 
The City’s insurance broker, Millennium Benefits, received proposals for health 
insurance from Avmed, an Avmed Alternate Plan, Aetna and Florida Blue. The 
current plan presented by Avmed has an increased renewal rate of 29.6% over 
last year’s premiums. The alternate Avmed plan is an increase of 25.1%. The plan 
presented by Florida Blue is an increase of 17.6%, and the plan presented by 
Aetna is increase of 30.5%. United Healthcare and Cigna both declined to quote. 
Global Life, the City’s supplemental insurance, did not increase its premiums and 
will continue to provide relief on deductibles. It is the City’s recommendation that 
the City change insurance companies and utilize the services of Florida Blue, plan 
Blue Care 71, at an overall increase of 17.6%. The City will need to continue the 
supplemental insurance with Globe Life. 

 
There were no further comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to 
approve the item, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved 
unanimously. (5-0) 

 
    D) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS APPROVING 

AND RATIFYING THE AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY’S 
SUPPLEMENTAL HEALTH INSURANCE BETWEEN GLOBE LIFE 
AND THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. De La Osa referred to her 
memo/comments on the previous item. Globe Life is not raising premiums, and 
the coverage is the same. There were no further comments or questions. The 
Chair made a motion to approve the item, seconded by Councilman Merida. The 
resolution was approved unanimously. (5-0) 

 
    E) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING AND RATIFYING THE AGREEMENT FOR DENTAL 
AND VISION INSURANCE BETWEEN METLIFE AND THE CITY OF 
HIALEAH GARDENS, PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record and noted that the resolution be 

amended to remove the words “and ratifying” from the title. Ms. De La Osa came 
forward and read a memorandum into the record. The City’s insurance broker, 
Millennium Benefits, solicited proposals from several dental and vision insurance 
companies - MetLife (current carrier), Solstice, and Reliance. MetLife offered the 
most competitive rate, and they have provided excellent coverage thus far.  The 
cost of dental and vision premiums is the responsibility of the individual employee. 
There were no further comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to 
approve the item, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved 
unanimously. (5-0) 
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          F) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING AND RATIFYING AN AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY’S 
LONG AND SHORT-TERM DISABILITY, ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
AND DISMEMBERMENT, AND LIFE INSURANCE BETWEEN 
METLIFE AND THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. De La Osa came forward and 

read a memorandum into the record. The City’s insurance broker, Millennium 
Benefits, solicited proposals from MetLife (current carrier), Equitable, The 
Standard, and Reliance for the City’s long and short-term disability, accidental 
death and dismemberment, and life insurance plan. MetLife is still providing the 
most competitive rate. The current rate will be in place until October 1, 2026. 
There were no further comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to 
approve the item, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved 
unanimously. (5-0) 

 
Tabled 08/19/2025 

 
    G) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

REGARDING THE APPROVAL OF A UNITY OF TITLE AGREEMENT 
CONCERNING PARCEL DESCRIBED ON “EXHIBIT A”, 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
   The Chair made a motion to remove the item from table; the motion was 

approved unanimously. Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. The 
applicant, Ms. Laura Paret, came forward and stated her name and address for 
the record. She is the new owner of the two properties. Chairman Garcia asked 
her to explain why she was applying for a unity of title. Ms. Paret stated that the 
warehouses are divided in the middle, but it is just one building – there is one 
mezzanine and only one entrance and exit door for the entire building.  Ms. Paret 
stated that she needs to rebuild the offices, and the warehouse needs to be under 
one title in order to apply for any permits needed.  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz mentioned 
that she had spoken to Ms. Paret’s attorney and confirmed the property was 
developed under two folio numbers but there is only one building between the 
parcels. Chairman Garcia asked Staff whether it meets all requirements as ‘one 
property’ …Mrs. Gonzalez confirmed that it did. 

 
   There were no further comments or questions. The Chair made a motion to 

approve the item, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved 
unanimously. (5-0) 
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9.  Second Reading / Public Hearing for consideration and final adoption of 

the following ordinances: 
 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz swore in all those in attendance intending to give testimony on 

any of the following items. 
 

A) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
APPROVING A TENTATIVE PLAT FOR WHITE ROCK EAST 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC., CONCERNING PROPERTY LEGALLY 
DESCRIBED AS: WHITE ROCK QUARRIES - SECTIONS 18/19-52-
40 - LEGAL DESCRIPTION: THAT PORTION OF SECTION 18, 
TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST,  LYING EASTERLY  OF  
THE HOMESTEAD EXTENSION OF FLORIDA'S TURNPIKE (STATE 
ROAD NO. 821) LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF HIALEAH 
GARDENS, MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. AND ALSO:  
TRACTS 1 TO 4 INCLUSIVE, THE EAST½ OF TRACTS 13 AND 14 
LESS THE WEST 35 FEET THEREOF, AND THAT PORTION OF 
TRACTS 15 AND 16 LYING EASTERLY OF THE HOMESTEAD 
EXTENSION OF FLORIDA'S TURNPIKE (STATE ROAD NO. 821), 
IN THE NORTHEAST ONE-QUARTER (NE¼) OF SECTION 19, 
TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, OF FLORIDA FRUIT 
LAND COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO. 1, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, AT PAGE 17, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
LESS AND EXCEPT: THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION LIMITED ACCESS RIGHT-OF-WAY PARCEL 
20, AS RECORDED AT OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 31392, PAGE 
3715 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. AND LESS AND EXCEPT: THAT PORTION OF 
SECTIONS 18 AND 19, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, 
DEDICATED TO MIAMI DADE COUNTY FOR HIGHWAY 
PURPOSES, AS RECORDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 32072, 
PAGE 3486 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. - APPROXIMATE LOCATION: BETWEEN 
EAST OF FL TURNPIKE AND WEST OF NW 107TH AVENUE AND 
NORTH OF THEORETICAL NW 150TH STREET, HIALEAH 
GARDENS, FLORIDA.  FOLIO #: 27-2018-001-0013 PROVIDING 
FOR CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. 
Vote 6-0; P&Z Vote: n/a) 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. Kerri Barsh, attorney for the 

applicant, came forward and stated her name and address for the record. She 
was joined by Mr. Royce Thompson, with the surveyor’s office. Mrs. Mirtha 
Gonzalez, Chief Zoning Official, came forward and read a memorandum for 
recommendation into the record. Land use is industrial use, zoning district is 
controlled industrial, IN-C, and the proposed use is an industrial development of 
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warehouses, office buildings, and commercial facilities. This is a tentative plat, so 
it will go to the County next and return to the City as a final plat. 

 
 A public hearing was opened at 7:49 p.m.; no one came forward. The public 

hearing was closed at 7:49 p.m. There were no further questions or comments. 
The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon second reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was unanimously approved via 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
B) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A SITE PLAN REVIEW TO DEVELOP AN 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF WAREHOUSES / OFFICE 
BUILDINGS AND COMMERCIAL FACILITIES AND HEIGHT 
VARIANCE OF 95’ WHERE 50’ IS PERMITTED FOR WHITE ROCK 
EAST DEVELOPMENT, LLC, CONCERNING PROPERTY  LEGALLY  
DESCRIBED AS: LEGAL DESCRIPTION: WHITE ROCK QUARRIES 
- SECTIONS 18/19-52-40 - LEGAL DESCRIPTION: THAT 
PORTION OF SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 
EAST, LYING EASTERLY OF THE HOMESTEAD EXTENSION OF 
FLORIDA'S TURNPIKE (STATE ROAD NO. 821) LYING AND 
BEING IN THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, APPROXIMATE LOCATION: BETWEEN EAST 
OF FL TURNPIKE AND WEST OF NW 107TH AVENUE AND 
NORTH OF THEORETICAL NW 150TH STREET, HIALEAH 
GARDENS, FLORIDA.  FOLIO #: 27-2018-001-0013, PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE DATE PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONS. 
 (T.R.C. Vote 6-0; P&Z Vote: 3-0) 
 

 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. Kerri Barsh, attorney for the 
applicant, again came forward and stated her name and address for the record. 
She was joined by her colleague, Mr. Jose Rivero. They were there on behalf of 
the property owner, White Rock East Development, LLC. Mrs. Mirtha Gonzalez, 
Chief Zoning Official, came forward and read a memorandum for recommendation 
into the record. Land use is industrial use, zoning district is controlled industrial, 
IN-C. The applicant is requesting the development of warehouses, office buildings 
and commercial facilities with a height variance of 95’ where 50’ is permitted. All 
conditions were addressed. Applications for lake fill and platting are under review. 
TRC and P&Z recommended the approval of the height variance.  

 
 Chairman Garcia stated that 50’ is typical for commercial buildings and 

warehouses. He asked about the variance request and what they were planning 
on building that called for 95’ in height. Ms. Barsh explained that only four of the 
buildings would actually be built to 95’. Based on the market research their 
applicant has acquired; many potential tenants are asking for higher internal 
clearance. Chairman Garcia asked what kind of tenants that would be. Ms. Barsh 
stated that she didn’t have a list of specific tenants at this time. Chairman Garcia 
stated that the neighboring areas/buildings were bought or built based on the 
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City’s established guidelines and this variance may pose an issue…these buildings 
would be twice as tall…Ms. Barsh pointed out that most of the neighboring 
properties are not adjacent to the Turnpike and that the builder may or may not 
use the height variance. The Chairman and Ms. Barsh discussed the issue at 
length…the Chairman emphasized he would like to know what kind of tenant 
would require 95’ because it would be a new type of development in the City.…the 
Mayor added that it may be for a company that sells or uses cranes. Chairman 
Garcia questioned whether that would make it a production facility vs. a 
warehouse. Mayor De La Cruz also requested that the applicant provide a list of 
potential tenants before the City considers approval. Ms. Barsh reassured that 
any potential tenants would do their own due diligence in making sure their use 
is allowed. Specific names are not necessary, the City wants a general idea of the 
type of facility. Mr. Jose Rivero reiterated that the buildings that would be 95’ in 
height also contain two stories, so it isn’t one giant warehouse space of 95’. 
Chairman Garcia added that increasing the square footage increases requirements 
for parking, lot coverage, etc. Ms. Barsh suggested she step out of the meeting 
and ask the applicant if they were willing to move forward on the site plan without 
the height variance. Chairman Garcia motioned to table the item; it would be re-
opened at the end of the meeting to make a determination. The item was 
unanimously tabled. 

 
C) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A SITE PLAN FOR FLIGHTWAY SEVENTEEN TO 
DEVELOP THREE (3) BUILDINGS FOR WAREHOUSE/STORAGE, 
OFFICES AND RETAIL, CONCERNING PROPERTY LEGALLY 
DESCRIBED AS: A PORTION OF TRACT E, "B.J.'S PLAT", 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OR PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 155, PAGE 58, PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. LESS AND EXCEPT: A PORTION OF 
TRACT E, "B.J.'S PLAT", ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 155, PAGE 58, PUBLIC  
RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:COMMENCE AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE WEST LINE OF THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 
3, TOWNSHIP 53 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST AND THE EXISTING 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD 25 (U.S. 27 
/ OKEECHOBEE ROAD) AS SHOWN ON SAID "B.J.'S PLAT"; 
THENCE ALONG SAID WEST LINE OF THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 
3, FOR THE FOLLOWING TWO (2) COURSES 1) THENCE N 
00°14'24" W FOR A DISTANCE OF 23.10 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF INTERSECTION WITH THE EXISTING NORTHERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF ACCESS ROAD, SAID POINT ALSO BEING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED 
PARCEL OF LAND; 2) THENCE N 00°14'24" W FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 68.00 FEET TO A POINT ON A CURVE, SAID POINT BEARS N 
17°13'12" E FROM THE CENTER OF SAID CURVE; THENCE 
SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE TO THE 
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RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 671.00 FEET AND A CENTRAL 
ANGLE OF 48°45'43" FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 572.72 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF REVERSE CURVATURE OF A CIRCULAR 
CURVE CONCAVE TO THE NORTHEAST; THENCE CONTINUE 
SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG THE ARC  OF  SAID  CURVE  TO  THE  
LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 36.00 FEET AND A CENTRAL ANGLE 
OF 1°00'47" FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 70.35 FEET TO A POINT 
ON A CURVE, SAID POINT BEARS S 46°48'19" W FROM THE 
CENTER OF SAID CURVE; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF ACCESS ROAD AND A 
POINT ON A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE SOUTHWEST, SAID 
POINT BEARS N 46°34'11" E FROM THE CENTER OF SAID 
CURVE; THENCE CONTINUE ALONG PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED 
ACCESS ROAD FOR THE FOLLOWING FOUR (4) COURSES: 1) 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE TO 
THE LEFT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 292.00 FEET AND A CENTRAL 
ANGLE OF 072°15'6" FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 377.54 FEET 
TO A POINT OF TANGENCY; 2) THENCE S 05°59'16" W FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 25.15 FEET TO THE POINT OF CURVATURE OF A 
CIRCULAR CURVE CONCAVE TO THE SOUTHWEST; 3) THENCE 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE TO THE 
LEFT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 292.00 FEET AND A CENTRAL 
ANGLE OF 27°15'8" FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 138.60 FEET TO 
A POINT OF REVERSE CURVATURE OF A CIRCULAR CURVE 
CONCAVE   TO   THE   NORTHEAST;  4)   THENCE   CONTINUE 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE TO THE 
RIGHT, HAVING  A  RADIUS  OF  206.00  FEET AND A CENTRAL 
ANGLE OF 13°15'36" FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 48.14 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  – APPROXIMATE LOCATION: 
NORTH OF FRONTAGE ROAD AND BETWEEN THEORETICAL 
N.W. 80 AVENUE AND N.W. 82 AVENUE, HIALEAH GARDENS, FL 
- FOLIO #: 27-3003-037-0050.; PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. Vote 6-0; P&Z Vote: 3-0) 
 

 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Miguel Cabrera, of Cabrera 
Ramos Architects, came forward representing the applicant and stated his name 
and address for the record. Mrs. Mirtha Gonzalez, Chief Zoning Official, came 
forward and read a memorandum for recommendation into the record. Land use 
is commercial business, CM, zoning district is commercial business, B-3. The 
applicant is requesting to develop three buildings for warehouse/storage, offices, 
and retail. All conditions were addressed. No variances.  

 
 A public hearing was opened at 8:03 p.m.; no one came forward. The public 

hearing was closed at 8:03 p.m. There were no further questions or comments. 
The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon second reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was unanimously approved via 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 
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D) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
APPROVING A SITE PLAN FOR AGS TRANSPORT, INC TO 
DEVELOP AN OFF-STREET PARKING WITH A PREFABRICATED 
BUILDING FOR OFFICE AND TRUCKS MAINTENANCE, 
CONCERNING PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS: A PORTION 
OF TRACT 38, SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 
EAST, OF FLORIDA FRUIT LAND COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO. 
1, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 2, AT PAGE 17 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBED BELOW: BEGIN 
AT THE S.E. CORNER OF SAID TRACT 38, THENCE RUN SOUTH 
89°28'42" WEST A DISTANCE OF 493.00 FEET ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF TRACT 38 TO A POINT ON THE EASTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF THE HOMESTEAD EXTENSION OF THE 
FLORIDA TURNPIKE (STATE ROAD NUMBER 821); THENCE RUN  
NORTH 2°14'42" WEST ALONG THIS RIGHT OF WAY LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 329.96 FEET TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE 
OF TRACT 38; THENCE RUN NORTH 89°28'47" EAST TO A 
POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SW 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 19, A 
DISTANCE OF 491.11 FEET, SAID POINT BEING THE N.E. 
CORNER OF SAID TRACT 38; THENCE RUN SOUTH 02°33'09" 
EAST, A DISTANCE OF 330.01 FEET ALONG THE EAST LINE OF 
TRACT 38 AND THE EAST LINE OF THE SW 1/4 OF SECTION 19. 
TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, RETURNING TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. LESS THE 50 FEET FOR RIGHT OF WAY.  
APPROXIMATE LOCATION: WEST OF N.W 112 AVENUE AND 
BETWEEN N.W. 140 STREET AND THEORETICAL N.W. 141 
STREET, HIALEAH GARDENS, FL - FOLIO #: 27-2019-001-0400; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. Vote 6-0; P&Z Vote: 3-0) 
 

 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Jorge Rodriguez, of AGS 
Transport, came forward representing the applicant and stated his name and 
address for the record. Mrs. Mirtha Gonzalez, Chief Zoning Official, came forward 
and read a memorandum for recommendation into the record. Land use is 
industrial use, IN, zoning district is light industrial district, IN-1. The applicant is 
requesting to develop an off-street parking with a prefabricated building for office 
and truck maintenance. All conditions were addressed. No variances.  

 
 A public hearing was opened at 8:06 p.m.; no one came forward. The public 

hearing was closed at 8:06 p.m. There were no further questions or comments. 
The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon second reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was unanimously approved via 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 
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Tabled 08/05/2025 and 08/19/2025 
 
               E) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A WAIVER OF PLAT FOR ARIELA MORALES AND 
RAFAEL GONZALEZ, LEGAL DESCRIPTION (PARENT TRACT & 
CUTOUT PARCEL): THE WEST ONE-HALF (1/2) OF TRACT 7 OF 
"FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO.1" IN 
SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, LESS THE WEST 1/2 OF THE WEST 1/2 OF 
THE WEST 1/2 OF TRACT 7 OF "FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS 
COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO.1" IN SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 
52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. ALSO 
LESS AND EXCEPT THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN RIGHT OF 
WAY DEED RECORDED OCTOBER 21, 2004, IN OFFICIAL 
RECORDS BOOK 22752, PAGE 1917 AND CORRECTIVE 
WARRANTY DEED RECORDED JANUARY 28,2008 IN OFFICIAL 
RECORDS BOOK 26180, PAGE 4054. (PROPERTY AS DESCRIBED 
IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 
30805, PAGE 4902 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA). ASSIGNED ADDRESS: 9845 NW 131 
STREET, HIALEAH GARDENS, FL - FOLIO: 27-2029-001-0073, 
PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE 
DATE. (T.R.C. Vote 5-0; P&Z Vote: n/a) 

 
There was no applicant present for this item. Ms. Martinez-Ruiz stated that this 
item will have to be removed from the agenda and re-advertised if the applicant 
does not show before the end of the meeting.  

 
Item 9B (Tabled) 

 
Chairman Garcia made a motion to remove the item from table. The item was 
unanimously removed from table. Ms. Kerri Barsh came forward once again and 
stated that she spoke to the owner’s principal and their preference is to move 
forward WITHOUT the height variance. They will gather the information 
requested by the Council and re-apply for the variance separately in the future. 
The applicant amended their application to withdraw the height variance and 
requested approval of the site plan alone. The short title and ordinance must be 
amended to reflect this change.  

 
 A public hearing was opened at 8:09 p.m.; no one came forward. The public 

hearing was closed at 8:09 p.m. There were no further questions or comments. 
The Chair made a motion to approve the SITE PLAN upon second reading, 
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seconded by Councilman Merida. The item was unanimously approved via 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
 

10. First Reading / Public Hearing for consideration of the following    
Budget Ordinances: 

 
 A) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH   GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTING A MILLAGE RATE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2025, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 
2026, AT 4.6782 MILLS WHICH IS AN INCREASE OF 10.28% 
OVER THE ROLL BACK RATE SO AS TO PROVIDE THE 
NECESSARY REVENUE TO MEET THE DETERMINED BUDGETARY 
NEEDS OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mayor De La Cruz noted that the 
City’s millage rate will remain the same as the previous year when it had been 
lowered to its current rate.  He added that any increase seen in property taxes is 
a result of the County’s higher assessment of property values.  

 
A public hearing was opened at 8:12 p.m.; no one came forward. The public 
hearing was closed at 8:12 p.m. This a first reading; an opportunity for public 
input will also be available upon second reading. The Chair made a motion to 
approve the ordinance upon first reading, seconded by Councilman Merida. The 
ordinance was approved unanimously by individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
              B) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL FUND 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2025, AND 
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. A public hearing was opened at 
8:13 p.m.; no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 8:13 p.m. This 
a first reading; an opportunity for public input will also be available upon second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
              C)      ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY 
IMPACT FUND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 
2025, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 
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Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. A public hearing was opened at 
8:13 p.m.; no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 8:13 p.m. This 
a first reading; an opportunity for public input will also be available upon second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
                D)      ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE STORM WATER 
UTILITY FUND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGNNING OCTOBER 1, 
2025, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. A public hearing was opened at 
8:14 p.m.; no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 8:14 p.m. This 
a first reading; an opportunity for public input will also be available upon second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
                       E) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE STREETS AND 
ROADS FUND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 
2025, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. A public hearing was opened at 
8:14 p.m.; no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 8:14 p.m. This 
a first reading; an opportunity for public input will also be available upon second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
        F) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE WATER AND SEWER 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 
2025, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. A public hearing was opened at 
8:15 p.m.; no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 8:15 p.m. This 
a first reading; an opportunity for public input will also be available upon second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 
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        G) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITIZEN’S 
INDEPENDENT TRANSPORTATION TRUST FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2025, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 
30, 2026; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. A public hearing was opened at 
8:15 p.m.; no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 8:15 p.m. This 
a first reading; an opportunity for public input will also be available upon second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously by 
individualized voice vote. (5-0) 

 
Item 9E dies on the agenda; the applicant was not present. 

 
               

11.    City Attorney’s Report: No comments  
 

12. Mayor’s Report – Miscellaneous: No comments 
                 

    13.    Council Members Concerns / Reports: No comments 
   
14.    Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.  
 
 

      Respectfully submitted by: 
 

    ____________________________ 
     Maria L. Joffee, City Clerk 
 

  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office no later than four days prior to the 
proceeding. For assistance, the City’s telephone number is (305) 558-4114; if hearing impaired the telephone 
for the Florida Relay Service is (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or (800) 955-8770 (VOICE). 

 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105 Florida Statutes, any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and it will be their 
responsibility to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
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