
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES 

 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS 
TUESDAY, April 15, 2025 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

  10001 NW 87 AVENUE 
 
 

 
1.   Call to Order: Chairman Luciano Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call: Present were Councilman Elmo Urra, Councilman Jorge Gutierrez, 

Councilman Jorge Merida, Councilman Rolando Piña, Chairman Luciano Garcia, 
Mayor Yioset De La Cruz and City Attorney Aida Martinez-Ruiz. 

                                                                                                                                                                       
3.    Invocation: Chairman Garcia gave the invocation.           

 
4.   Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor De La Cruz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5.    Deletions/Emergency Additions: N/A  
     
6.   Review of Minutes: March 4, 2025 Chairman Garcia made a motion to   

approve the minutes of March 4, 2025. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
7.   Public Comments: None were offered. 
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8.   Proposed Resolutions: 

 
              A) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

RATIFYING THE ENTERING INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT AND 
ADDENDUM TO LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) FOR THE USE OF 
PARCELS 101 AND 110 BY THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS; 
RATIFYING THE MAYOR’S EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT 
WITH FDOT FOR THIS PURPOSE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mayor De La Cruz spoke and 

explained that this is the parcel directly behind the Police Department (formerly 
Bernie Wilson Park). FDOT purchased the land for the rebuilding of 103rd Street, 
however that work won’t start for several years. The City has requested 
permission to use the land for Police Department parking until the project begins. 
There were no questions or comments. The Chair made a motion to approve the 
resolution, seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved 
unanimously. (5-0) 

 
         B) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF PLAYGROUND MULCH; AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH FWR, LLC.; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Walter Dubon, Director of 

Parks & Recreation, came forward to read a memorandum for recommendation 
into the record. The Department recommended that the City Council award the 
bid to FWR, LLC., for an amount of $38 per cubic yard. This agreement will allow 
the City to purchase mulch on an as-needed basis to maintain the playground 
mulch around the City at satisfactory levels. The terms of this agreement shall 
extend from 2025-2027, and may be renewable for up to three additional years, 
in one year increments. Chairman Garcia asked how much they would need for 
the initial replenishment. Mr. Dubon stated that they would need about 600 cubic 
yards of mulch if they were to do all the parks at once. They are trying to stagger 
it and do one park per year, so it will be roughly 150-200 cubic yards per year. 
Funding for this is already allocated for in the budget. There were no further 
questions or comments. The Chair made a motion to approve the resolution, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The resolution was approved unanimously.  

   (5-0) 
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         C) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 
AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE CITY 
FIREWORKS ENTERTAINMENT TO EXCELLENT 
ENTERTAINMENT, INC. D/B/A ADD FIRE (“ADD FIRE”) FOR THE 
CITY’S INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION; RENEWING THE 
CITY’S CONTRACT WITH ADD FIRE; WAIVING COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING; AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS TO 
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH ADD FIRE; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Walter Dubon, Director of 

Parks & Recreation, came forward once again. The item before the Council is for 
the purchase of fireworks for the annual Fourth of July event. The amount is the 
same (as the previous year) and funding is allocated in the budget. The Chair 
made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilman Merida. The 
resolution was approved unanimously. (5-0) 

                  
9.  First Reading for consideration of the following ordinances: 

 
               A) ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE 
EXTENSION OF THE EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE WITH WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRASH AND GARBAGE 
COLLECTION AS WELL AS THE COLLECTION OF RECYCLABLE 
MATERIALS FOR THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 
  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. This a first reading; an 

opportunity for public input will be available on second reading. The Chair made 
a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, seconded by Councilman 
Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously upon first reading. (5-0) 

 
  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz added that the contract was expiring, so the City had executed 

a memorandum of understanding for an extension to carry it over to the next 
Council Meeting. 

 
             B) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A FINAL PLAT FOR TB POWER, LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION: THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE WEST 
1/2 OF TRACT 50, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S 
SUBDIVISION NO.1, IN SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, 
RANGE 40 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE MAP THEREOF, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. FOLIO #: 27-
2019-001-0571. APPROXIMATE LOCATION: NORTH OF N.W 144 
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STREET, BETWEEN THEORETICAL N.W. 108TH AVENUE AND 
N.W. 109TH AVENUE, HIALEAH GARDENS, FL.  PROVIDING FOR 
CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE.                               
(T.R.C. Vote 5-0; P&Z Vote: n/a) 

 
  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Ms. Odalys Bello, surveyor of 

record from Bello & Bello Land Surveying, came forward representing the owners. 
This a first reading; an opportunity for public input will be available on second 
reading. The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, 
seconded by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously upon 
first reading. (5-0) 

 
 
              C) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A FINAL PLAT FOR LOS COCOS SUBDIVISION, 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  

    PARCEL FOLIO 27-2019-001-0420 A PORTION OF THE NORTH 
1#2 OF TRACT 40 IN SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, 
RANGE 40 EAST, AS SHOWN ON THE PLAT OF "FLORIDA FRUIT 
LANDS COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO. 1", AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI 
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID TRACT 40; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 29'04" WEST 
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID TRACT 40 FOR 494.89 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 02 DEGREES 14' 13" EAST FOR 164.97 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 29' 02" EAST ALONG THE SOUTH 
LINE OF THE NORTH 1#2 OF SAID TRACT 40 FOR 495.84 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 02 DEGREES 33' 57" WEST ALONG THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID TRACT 40 FOR 165.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING. SAID LAND LYING, BEING AND SITUATE IN MIAMI 
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. PARCEL FOLIO 27-2019-001-0410 
THE EAST 3.74 ACRES OF TRACT 39, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS 
COMPANY’S SUBDIVISION NO. 1, OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 
52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. LESS 
AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION THEREOF AS CONVEYED TO THE 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS BY RIGHT-OF-WAY DEED 
RECORDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 27606, PAGE 2680, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
APPROXIMATE LOCATION: WEST OF N.W 112TH AVENUE, 
BETWEEN THEORETICAL N.W. 138TH STREET AND N.W. 140TH 
STREET, HIALEAH GARDENS, FL.  PROVIDING FOR 
CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. Vote 5-0; 
P&Z Vote: n/a) 
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  Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Raul Tiza, surveyor of record, 

came forward and stated his name and address for the record. This a first 
reading; an opportunity for public input will be available on second reading. The 
Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, seconded by 
Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously upon first 
reading. (5-0) 

 
 

10.    City Attorney’s Report: N/A 
 

     11.     Mayor’s Report – Miscellaneous:  Mayor De La Cruz reminded the City Council 
of the Easter event on Saturday, April 19. The construction of the Police Training 
Facility is moving along and their target date for completion is June 7th. Mayor 
De la Cruz just returned from Tallahassee/Dade Days and added they are hoping 
to get funding for a new command center, meals for the Senior Center, and a 
three-story parking garage next to the Police Training Facility.   

                 
    12.    Council Members Concerns / Reports / Board Appointments: 
              Water & Sewer Board Appointments – 
        Councilman Jorge A. Merida – nominated Mercedes Gonzalez 

        Councilman Elmo L. Urra – nominated Ms. Alexander Gomez 
   
13.    Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

 
      Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

    ____________________________ 
     Maria L. Joffee, City Clerk 

 
  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office no later than four days prior to the 
proceeding. For assistance, the City’s telephone number is (305) 558-4114; if hearing impaired the telephone 
for the Florida Relay Service is (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or (800) 955-8770 (VOICE). 

 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105 Florida Statutes, any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and it will be their 
responsibility to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

 
 

             SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
       

                                                       CITY COUNCIL 
                                               Tuesday, June 17, 2025, 7:30 P.M.                      
      

                                         PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
                                       T.B.D.  
                                                                                                               
                                            TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

      Thursday, June 5, 2025, 11:00 A.M. 
 
          WATER AND SEWER BOARD 

                                                            T.B.D.   
       
                                                           POLICE PENSION BOARD 
                               Thursday, June 26, 2025, 1:00 P.M. 


