
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS 
WEDNESDAY, December 17, 2024 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
10001 NW 87 AVENUE 
 
 

1.   Call to Order: Chairman Luciano Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call: Present were Councilman Elmo Urra, Councilman Jorge Gutierrez, 
Councilman Rolando Piña, Chairman Luciano Garcia, and City Attorney Aida 
Martinez-Ruiz. Councilman Jorge Merida and Mayor Yioset De La Cruz were 
absent. 

                                                                                                                                                                       
3.    Invocation: Chairman Garcia gave the invocation.           

 
4.   Pledge of Allegiance: Ms. Martinez-Ruiz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5.    Deletions/Emergency Additions: N/A  
     
6.   Review of Minutes: November 19, 2024 Chairman Garcia made a motion to 

approve the minutes of November 19, 2024. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

        
7.   Public Comments: None were offered. 
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8.  Presentation by Miami-Dade County Public Schools representatives: 

• Tabitha G. Fazzino, Chief Intergovernmental Affairs & Family Community 
Engagement 

• Alillett Rodriguez-Diaz, Administrative Director, Intergovernmental Affairs 
• Daniel Mateo, Assistant Superintendent of Innovation School Choice 

 
  Ms. Alillett Rodriguez-Diaz, Administrative Director, Office of Intergovernmental 

Affairs for Miami-Dade County Public Schools, came forward with greetings from 
the superintendent, Dr. Jose Dotres, and on behalf of their Chief of 
Intergovernmental Affairs, Ms. Tabitha Fazzino. This presentation mainly concerns 
the launch of the Aerospace Program at Hialeah-Miami Lakes Senior High as well 
as SpaceHub Miami. Each member of the Council was given a packet with 
information about the school district, academic excellence, community 
involvement, as well as safety programs and magnet programs. There is also 
information specific to the schools in Hialeah Gardens. Additionally, there is 
information about volunteer programs and internship programs. Chairman Garcia 
asked a question about enrollment numbers and consolidations. Mr. Daniel Mateo, 
Assistant Superintendent of Innovation School Choice, came forward to speak and 
assured the Chairman that enrollment was almost a full capacity for all schools in 
Hialeah Gardens. Mr. Mateo commenced his presentation on SpaceHub and the 
aerospace future of Florida. Hialeah-Miami Lakes Senior High has been chosen as 
a flagship school for developing an aerospace program for students in the County 
along with several other schools, with future expansion into younger grades. Mr. 
Mateo continued to explain the details and stipulations including the renovations 
of planetariums at HML and Booker T. Washington High School.       

 
9.  Proposed Resolution: 

 
              A) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

RATIFYING THE ENGAGEMENT OF SERVICES FOR THE REPAIR 
AND REFURBISHMENT OF THE MUSEUM AIRCRAFT LOCATED 
AT THE HIALEAH GARDENS MUSEUM HONORING THE ASSAULT 
BRIGADE 2506; WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING; RATIFYING 
THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIALEAH GARDENS AND GERARDO 
BATISTA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record. Mr. Arturo Ruiz, Director of 

Administration, came forward with Mr. Walter Dubon, Director of Parks & 
Recreation. Mr. Ruiz is asking for approval to waive competitive bidding for the 
repair and refurbishment of the Museum aircraft. Chairman Felix Rodriguez, of the 
Brigade, informed City Staff of the need for maintenance and repair work on the 
aircraft. Mr. Ruiz read a memorandum explaining communications thus far to the 
Council. County Commissioner Bermudez was able to locate funding for the 
project. As the December 3rd Council Meeting was postponed, Staff had to move 
ahead with contracting the repairs due to their urgent nature. 
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 The Chair made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilman 

Merida. The resolution was approved unanimously. (4-0) 
                      

10. First Reading for consideration of the following ordinances: 
 
             A) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

APPROVING A WAIVER OF PLAT FOR GIRALDO CASTELLON, 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PARENT TRACT PARCEL: PARCEL 1EAST 
1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF TRACT 15, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS 
COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO.1, IN SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 
52 SOUTH, RANGE 40EAST, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, AS  RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17,  OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, LESS THE 
NORTH30 FEET THEREOF AND 30 FEET OF NORTHWEST 99TH 
AVENUE LYING EAST AND ADJACENT THERETO FOR ROAD 
RIGHT OF WAY. PARCEL 2 THE WEST SIDE OF NORTH WEST 
99TH AVENUE RIGHT OF WAY FOR THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 
1/2 OF TRACT 15, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S 
SUBDIVISION, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 67, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND AS 
DESCRIBED IN QUIT CLAIM DEED RECORDED NOVEMBER 23, 
1996 IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 17433, PAGE 4939, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. CUT OUT 
PARCEL "A" THE WEST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 
OF TRACT 15, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S 
SUBDIVISION NO.1, IN SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, 
RANGE 40EAST, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, LESS THE NORTH30 
FEET THEREOF AND 30 FEET OF NORTH WEST 99TH AVENUE 
LYING EAST AND ADJACENT THERETO FOR ROAD RIGHT OF 
WAY. THE WEST SIDE OF NORTHWEST 99TH AVENUE RIGHT 
OF WAY FOR THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF TRACT 15, 
FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 67, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND AS DESCRIBED IN 
QUIT CLAIM DEED RECORDED NOVEMBER 23, 1996 IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 17433, PAGE 4939, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. CUT OUT PARCEL "B" 
THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF TRACT 
15, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION NO.1, IN 
SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40EAST, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, LESS THE NORTH30 FEET THEREOF AND 30 FEET OF 
NORTH WEST 99TH AVENUE LYING EAST AND ADJACENT 
THERETO FOR ROAD RIGHT OF WAY. THE WEST SIDE OF 
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NORTHWEST 99TH AVENUE RIGHT OF WAY FOR THE EAST 1/2 
OF THE EAST 1/2 OF TRACT 15, FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS 
COMPANY'S SUBDIVISION, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, 
PAGE 67, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AND AS DESCRIBED IN QUIT CLAIM DEED RECORDED 
NOVEMBER 23, 1996 IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 17433, PAGE 
4939, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
EXISTING ADDRESS: 9900 NW 137TH STREET, HIALEAH 
GARDENS, FL. PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. Vote 5-0; P&Z Vote: n/a) 

 
 Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record and asked the City Clerk to enter 

the full legal description into the record in order to ensure accuracy. Mr. Giraldo 
Castellon came forward and stated his name and address for the record. This a 
first reading; an opportunity for public input will be available on second reading. 
The Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, seconded 
by Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously upon first 
reading. (4-0)  

 
             B) ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, 

AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
HIALEAH GARDENS APPROVING THE REZONING OF 9,093,661 
SQUARE FEET OR 208.762 ACRES. LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
PARCEL 1: THAT PORTION OF SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 52 
SOUTH, RAGE 40 EAST, LYING EASTERLY OF THE HOMESTEAD 
EXTENSION OF FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE (STATE ROAD NO. 821) 
AND BEING IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. PARCEL 2: 
TRACTS 1 TO 4 INCLUSIVE, THE EAST 1/2 OF TRACTS 13 AND 
14 LESS THE WEST 35 FEET THEREOF, AND THAT PORTION OF 
TRACTS 15 AND 16 LYING EASTERLY OF THE HOMESTEAD 
EXTENSION OF FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE (STATE ROAD NO. 821), 
IN THE NORTH ONE-QUARTER (N 1/4) OF SECTION 19, 
TOWNSHIP 52 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, OF FLORIDA FRUIT 
LAND COMPANY’S SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA.  
APPROXIMATE LOCATED BETWEEN EAST OF FL TURNPIKE AND 
WEST OF NW 107TH AVENUE AND NORTH OF THEORETICAL 
NW 150TH STREET, HIALEAH GARDENS, FLORIDA, FROM 
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE AND WATER DISTRICT (POS) TO 
CONTROLLED INDUSTRIAL (IN-C). FOLIO #: 27-2018-001-
0013; DECLARING THIS ZONING MAP AMENDED TO BE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY 
OF HIALEAH GARDENS PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (T.R.C. Vote 5-0; P&Z Vote: 5-0)  
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   Ms. Martinez-Ruiz read the item into the record and asked the City Clerk to enter 

the full legal description into the record in order to ensure accuracy. Ms. Kerri 
Barsh came forward and stated her name and address for the record. This a first 
reading; an opportunity for public input will be available on second reading. The 
Chair made a motion to approve the ordinance upon first reading, seconded by 
Councilman Merida. The ordinance was approved unanimously upon first reading. 
(4-0) 

 
      

11.   City Attorney’s Report: Ms. Martinez-Ruiz spoke on a new mutual aid 
agreement / encompassing MOU that the County has set forth for all 
municipalities to sign on to. The City was informed of it this morning, and it is 
due before January 5th and the inauguration of the newly elected Sheriff. Ms. 
Martinez-Ruiz went ahead and ratified it because it was too late to add on as an 
emergency item. 

 
     12.    Mayor’s Report – Miscellaneous: N/A 
                 
    13.    Council Members Concerns / Reports / Board Appointments: N/A 
              Water & Sewer Board Appointments – Pending 

• Councilman Jorge A. Merida 
• Councilman Elmo L. Urra 
• Councilman Jorge Gutierrez 

    
14.    Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.  

 
      Respectfully submitted by: 

 
    ____________________________ 

     Maria L. Joffee, City Clerk 
 

  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office no later than four days prior to the 
proceeding. For assistance, the City’s telephone number is (305) 558-4114; if hearing impaired the telephone 
for the Florida Relay Service is (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or (800) 955-8770 (VOICE). 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105 Florida Statutes, any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and it will be 
their responsibility to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
 

            SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
       

                                                       CITY COUNCIL 
                   Tuesday, January 21, 2025, 7:30 P.M.                      
      

                                         PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
                    Monday, February 3, 2025, 7:30 P.M.         
                                                                                                               
                                            TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

    Thursday, February 6, 2025, 11:00 A.M. 
 
          WATER AND SEWER BOARD 

                                                             T.B.D.   
       
                                                           POLICE PENSION BOARD 
                               Thursday, March 20, 2024, 1:00 P.M. 


